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For his outstanding accomplishments,  
we dedicate this yearôs Annual Report to Dr. Mark J. Sarnak,  

Director of Research in the Division and Associate Professor of 
Medicine at Tufts University School of Medicine. 
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Message from the Chief  
 
Welcome to our 7

th
 Annual Report. The Division is 

now comprised of 22 full-time and part-time 
physicians and scientists and 37 staff to support our 
growing clinical, research, educational and 
administrative endeavors, which are described in the 
following pages. Our family tree continues to grow; 5 
babies joined the Division in 2008 and 3 in early 
2009. See the new additions in our family album 
(page 3). In March 2008, a little surgery was done 
on our name and we are now officially Tufts Medical 
Center. 
 
As in previous years, caring for patients remains the core of what we do. Research, 
education, and public policy round out our academic mission, and we have much to be 
proud of in 2008. Major clinical events of this year include the Division being ranked in 
the 50 best hospitals for nephrology in US News and World Report (we just learned we 
are also ranked in 2009) and Dr. Harringtonôs retirement from clinical practice. We are 
fortunate that John remains an active member of the Division participating in 
conferences, teaching students, and editing the World Kidney Forum for AJKD. 
Research highlights include a record budget exceeding $5 million, with 5 Division 
members holding Career Development (K23) Awards. This year, Dr. Sharon Moe from 
the University of Indiana was the Harrington Visiting Professor to celebrate World 
Kidney Day in March. Dr. Moe participated with us and other Tufts-affiliated hospitals in  
reviewing our research training program and delivering the annual Harrington Grand 
Rounds on ñCKD Bone and Mineral Disorders: Looking for Bone in All the Wrong 
Placesò. Collaborations with external partners have continued to be incredibly 
rewarding and valuable. Our work with the National Kidney Foundation includes 
renewal of our grant for the Tufts Center for Kidney Disease Guideline Development 
and Implementation (pages 52 and 67) and continuing as the editorial home for the 
American Journal of Kidney Diseases (page 62). We also continue our long 
collaboration with Dialysis Clinic, Inc. which is described starting on page 66. Our 
public policy initiatives continued to grow in 2008 and are described starting on page 
65. We have also added a new section in this yearôs report on philanthropic support to 
the Division (page 70) 
  
We dedicate this yearôs Annual Report to Dr. Mark Sarnak, named the Director of 
Research for the Division in 2008. Dr. Sarnak has been the Associate Program 
Director for the NIH-funded research training grant since 2002. He is the recipient of 
numerous grants from the NIH and other funding agencies, including a prestigious K24 
awardðChronic Kidney Disease, Vascular Disease and Agingð which recognizes Dr. 
Sarnak as a mentor for research trainees and provides support for him to continue to 
do so. In my opinion, his greatest achievement is that he has built his research team in 
large part from students, residents and fellows that have been his mentees. Despite all 


