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Message from the Chief  
 
Welcome to our 8

th
 Annual Report. The Division is 

comprised of 22 full-time and part-time physicians 
and scientists and 37 staff to support our growing 
clinical, research, educational and administrative 
endeavors, which are described in the following 
pages. Our family tree continues to grow; 6 more 
babies joined the Division in 2009 and another in 
early 2010. See the new additions in our family 
album (pages 3-4).  
  
This has been a year of great sadness and great joy. In March, Dr. Schwartz, the 
founder of the Division, died after a lengthy illness. On November 13

th
, in conjunction 

with his family, we held a Remembrance Day at the Medical Center. Over 90 current 
and former staff and fellows, family, and friends attended. On pages 81 and 82, we 
include a full listing of the dayôs events and pictures. It was a very special event. We 
dedicate this yearôs Annual Report to Dr. Schwartzôs life and career, so that we can 
refresh our memory of his remarkable achievements and continue to build his legacy. 
  
As in previous years, caring for patients remains the core of what we do. Research, 
education, and public policy round out our academic mission, and we have much to be 
proud of in 2009. Major clinical events of this year include the Division being ranked in 
the 50 best hospitals for nephrology in US News and World Report and Dr. 
Harringtonôs retirement from the Division. Research highlights include another record 
research budget, with 5 Division members holding Career Development (K23) Awards. 
This year, Dr. Eberhard Ritz from the Department of Internal Medicine Ruperto Carola 
University of Heidelberg, Germany was the Harrington Visiting Professor to celebrate 
World Kidney Day in March. Collaborations with external partners have continued to be 
incredibly rewarding and valuable. Our work with the National Kidney Foundation 
includes the Tufts Center for Kidney Disease Guideline Development and 
Implementation (pages 56 and 75) and continuing as the editorial home for the 
American Journal of Kidney Diseases (page 66). We also continue our long 
collaboration with Dialysis Clinic, Inc. which is described starting on page 72. Our 
public policy initiatives continued to grow in 2009 and are described starting on page 
69. We also continue to report on philanthropic support to the Division (page 76).  This 
year we dedicated The Hortense ñDiddyò Seybolt Fund For Staff Enrichment in 
Nephrology. The event is described on page 84. 
  
Division members received an impressive array of awards this year. Lorna Davies was 
awarded the Saltonstall Employee Excellence Award. Several clinical awards were 
received: the NKF of MA, RI, NH & VT awarded Deb Basler, MSN, NP, Transplant 
Coordinator and Dr. Lawrence Milner, Floating Hospital for Children Chief of Pediatric 
Nephrology, with the 2009 Gift of Life Outstanding Nurse in Nephrology and 
Outstanding Physician, respectively; Dr. Perrone was recognized in Boston Magazine 
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as one of Bostonôs best nephrologists; and the dialysis program exceeded the 2009 
CMS stretch goal of 66% for dialysis treatments conducted using a fistula. Division 
members honored with research awards include Dr. Pereira; and Drs. Cindy Huang, 
Navdeep Tangri, and Martin Wagner, all research fellows. Teaching awards were given 
to Drs. Gilbert, Jaber, Moorthi, and Rifkin. Dr. Perrone received the 25 Year Faculty 
Service Award from TUSM and was also informed that in 2010 he will be awarded the 
Distinguished Faculty Award, which is one of the most important honors the Tufts 
University School of Medicine can bestow. Finally, Dr. Kassirer received the David E. 
Rogers award from the American Association of Medical Colleges. He has also been 
nominated by the esteemed British Medical Journal for an international honor, the 
Lifetime Achievement Award. I thank Dr. Richardson for preparing this yearôs Annual 
Report. 
  
This year I became a patient of the Division, by donating a kidney for my wife, Dr. 
Roberta Falke, as part of a three-pair exchange, coordinated by the New England 
Program for Kidney Exchange. The transplants occurred on December 15, and as of 
this writing, donors and recipients in all three pairs are doing well. I am grateful for this 
opportunity, which has given Roberta a chance for a better life, and given me a strong 
sense of personal and professional fulfillment. In addition, I am very proud to have 
done it here at Tufts Medical Center. We are thankful for the wonderful care weôve 
received, both before and after the transplant. 
 
I hope you enjoy learning about our accomplishments from this yearôs Annual Report. 
As always, I welcome your feedback on any other aspects of our Division that you 
would like to hear about. We wish you and your family a happy and successful 2010! 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 

 
Andrew S. Levey, MD 
Chief, William B. Schwartz Division of Nephrology 
Tufts Medical Center 
Dr. Gerald J. and Dorothy R. Friedman Professor of Medicine 
Tufts University School of Medicine 
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Division Family Tree  

2009 Additions  

The Division family continued to grow in 2009 with 6 more babies being born to or 

adopted by Division members. In the last 3 years, 19 babies have joined the 

Division. The total score is nearly equal ñGirls 10; Boys 9!  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Zachary Herbert adopted by Michelle & Mark Richardson  

May 30 th  at 3:15 pm; 7 pounds 14 ounces, 19ó 

Philip Steven born to Dana Miskulin & Paul Martyniuk  

September 23 rd  at 4 pm; 6 pounds 10 ounces, 18ó 

Sehler born to Aneet & Sukh Deo  

December 4 th  at 6:07 pm; 6 pounds 14 ounces, 18.5ó 

Leah Marie born to Caren DeMello & Carlton Vaz  

January 23 rd ; 6 pounds 7 ounces 

John Carter born to Julie & Charlie Driggs  

January 26 th  at 4:57 am;  6 pounds 12 ounces 

Noah Weiner born to Scott & Lisa Gilbert  

February 23 rd  at 6:34 am, 7 pounds 14 ounces  


